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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AS, US, PFOR 
SUBJECT: PRESS INTERVIEW 

1 . ON FEBRUARY 5 AMBASSADOR JAMES W. HARGROVE MET WITH 
SEVEN FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS AND ONE USIA CORRESPONDENT 
FOR A PRESS CONFERENCE. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF MAIN 
ISSUES RAISED AND SUBSTANCE OF AMBASSADOR HARGROVE'S 
RESPONSES. 

2. CORRESPONDENTS REPEATEDLY RAISED QUESTION OF POLITICAL 
APPOINTEE VS. CAREER OFFICER AS AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRALIA. 
AMBASSADOR HARGROVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT HIS APPOINTMENT DID 
NOT CONSTITUTE DOWNGRADING OF AUSTRALIA IN US EYES, NOTING 
THAT MANY IMPORTANT US EMBASSIES ARE HEADED BY NON-CAREER 
AMBASSADORS. HE ALSO NOTED THAT HIS BUSINESS BACKGROUND 
WAS HIGHLY RELEVANT TO ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF US-AUSTRALIA 
RELATIONS. WHICH WOULD, IN HIS VIEW, OUTWEIGH THE POLITICAL 
ASPECTS. 
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3. WHEN ASKED ABOUT HIS KNOWLEDGE OF MILITARY AFFAIRS, 
AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN HIS ABILITY TO HANDLE 
THESE QUESTIONS, NOTING THAT AUSTRALIA AND US SHARE 
SECURITY INTERESTS AND THAT AUSTRALIA IS UNIQUELY IMPORTANT 
TO THE US BECAUSE OF ITS LOCATION. 

4. WHEN ASKED ABOUT RENEGOTIATION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR US 
INSTALLATIONS IN AUSTRALIA, AMBASSADOR POINTED OUT THAT 
THESE ARE JOINT INSTALLATIONS AND SAID HE ANTICIPATED NO 
PROBLEM. 

5. WHEN ASKED ABOUT OMEGA, AMBASSADOR, NOTING LACK OF 
STATION IN TASMAN SEA AREA, SAID SYSTEM IS DESIRABLE FOR 
ALL COUNTRIES, AND THAT STATIONS WOULD BE OPERATED BY HOST 
GOVERNMENTS. 

6. WHEN ASKED IF HIS APPOINTMENT MIGHT BE OF A LAME-DUCK 
NATURE AND THUS LIMIT HIS EFFECTIVENESS, AMBASSADOR SAID 
HE DID NOT EXPECT THIS TO BE A PROBLEM, ESPECIALLY SINCE 
HE HOPED THAT PRESIDENT WOULD CONTINUE IN OFFICE. 

7. DEPARTMENT WILL APPRECIATE REPORTING ON PRESS TREAT- 
MENT OF THIS PRESS CONFERENCE. SISCO 
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